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Comments from 
students on 
exchange: 

 
• “My experience 

in Mexico City 
was unlike 
anything I could 
have even tried 
to imagine… it 
was the best 
traveling 
experience of 
my life so far.” 

  
• “The people I 

encountered 
and places I 
visited will 
forever stay in 
my mind” 
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Bringing the World to You 

In the fall of 2004 we 
received our largest 
contingent of new 
exchange students ever. 
After that hectic semester, 
we have new faith that we 
can take on anything here 
in the International 
Programs Office. In 
addition to the regular 
services we offer, we also 
launched a new program 
called the International 
Student Friendship 
Program which pairs up 
students with families in 

2005 – Bring it on!!! 

The International Management Program 
THE NUMBERS – The 
International Management 
Program has been 
steadily growing ever 
since its inception in 1993. 
The total number of 
declared International 
Management majors is 
just over 200 on all three 
campuses combined – 
Lethbridge, Calgary and  
Edmonton.  Having shown 
a steady increase since 
the 36 majors of its first 
year, it is apparent that 
this is an attractive 
program to many students 
who wish to enrich their 
education and broaden 
their horizons.  

Lethbridge so they can 
experience family life in 
Canada. With the arrival 
of more new exchange 
students in January and 
the announcement of a 
new exchange to Spain, 
we are looking forward to 
2005.  We are expecting 
16 new students from our 
partner institutions in 
Chile, France, Mexico, 
Poland, and South Korea, 
while in turn sending 20 of 
our own students to study 
with our partners abroad. 

As well, twelve of the 49 
Fall 2004 exchange 
students have remained 
here for a second 
exchange semester.  We 
are pleased to have so 
many students interested 
in our program, and intend 
to keep growing and 
improving alongside our 
continually increasing 
student numbers. 

 

 

 

THE PROGRAM – The 
University of Lethbridge’s 
International Management 
Program is an innovative 
business program with an 
international focus.  Its 
aim is to help create 
managers with strategic 
management skills who 
are flexible, culturally 
aware and able to 
manage change and 
cultural diversity within the 
workplace.   
 

Students are majoring in 
the program for specific 
career-oriented objectives: 
to work in overseas 
businesses, domestic 
businesses with 

international interests or 
government positions that 
deal with foreign affairs.   
 

An international exchange 
semester and four language 
courses are two mandatory 
components of the program. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGES 

ASIA 
Ajou University South Korea 
Kansai Gaidai Japan 
National Sun Yat-Sen Taiwan 
Universiti Sais 
Malaysia Malaysia 

EUROPE 
Fachhochschule 
Reutlingen Germany 

Fachhochschule 
Schmalkalden Germany 

Hogeschool van 
Utrecht Netherlands 

Poznań University of 
Economics Poland 

Universite de 
Bourgogne France 

Universidad de Jaén Spain 
Université de Liège Belgium 
LATIN AMERICA 
Univesidad Blas 
Pascal Argentina 

Universidad Católica 
de Valparaíso Chile 

Universidad 
Panamericana Mexico 

International Programs 

Exchange students 
enjoying Thanksgiving 

dinner with their 
Friendship Family 

A very attractive 
component of the degree 
is the opportunity for 
students to participate in 
an international exchange. 
The Faculty of 
Management currently 
has exchanges with 14 
different institutions in 13 
different countries.  
Depending on the 
students’ interests, they 
are able to study at one of 
our partner schools in 

International Exchanges 

Since its inception in the 
Spring 2001 semester, the 
buddy program has 
helped over one hundred 
and fifty exchange 
students get a full 
welcome to Lethbridge.  
The program’s goal is to 
connect incoming 
exchange students with 
current U of L students to 
help ease their transition 
to Lethbridge. The new 

Buddy Program 
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Argentina, Belgium, Chile, 
France, Germany, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Poland, 
South Korea, Spain or 
Taiwan.   
International exchanges 
are a requirement for 
International  
Management (IM) majors, 
but are not exclusive to IM 
majors.  All U of L 
students are welcome to 
apply for exchanges; 

however, priority is given 
to IM students.   
U of L students who 
participate in international 
exchanges pay tuition to 
the U of L at regular rates. 
Also, they pay for their 
airline ticket, 
accommodations, student 
visa, and living expenses 
during their exchange, 
with costs varying 
depending on the 
exchange location. 

exchange students and 
their “buddies” will 
participate in activities 
together - with the “U of L 
buddy” being able to help 
our foreign guests get 
used to the way of life at 
the university and in 
Lethbridge.   
“The buddy program was 
the highlight of my post-
secondary school 
experience.  It was an 

opportunity for me to meet 
and learn the customs and 
personalities of my peers 
from around the world. 
This experience has 
allowed me to feel 
confident in traveling 
abroad to France next 
year”. 

~Derek Kroetsch
Fall 2004 buddy

 

New International Friendship Families Program 
“Absolutely delightful” 
is the best way to 
describe our three 
Friendship Family 
international exchange 
students! We 
welcomed Ingrid and 
Marie from Belgium, 
and Anna from 
Poland, into our home 
in late September 
when we treated them 
to a much appreciated 
barbeque supper. 
Oscar and Tico from 
Mexico, students from 
another Friendship 

Family, joined us and 
“our girls” on this and 
other occasions. 
Throughout the 
semester, as we 
participated in monthly 
friendship activities, 
our families were 
continually amazed by 
the students’ English 
language skills, their 
maturity, politeness 
and appreciation of our 
efforts to include them 
in our lives. 
Most of the time they 
joined us for meals, 

but we also took 
them out to dine on 
buffalo (at their 
request) and to a 
movie. They 
provided us with 
engaging 
conversation and a 
chance to learn 
more about their 
countries. 

~Jan Roth 
Friendship Family 

Host, 2005 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of our initiative to 
provide our students with 
an opportunity to study the 
Canadian culture, we 
introduced a new 
mandatory class for all our 
incoming exchange 
students.  
The course is called the 
Introduction to Canadian 

Canadian Culture Course a Hit!! 
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My experience here was 
really great. I enjoyed all 
the classes.  Compared to 
Belgium the classes are 
very interesting; we can 
interact with teachers and 
have good relationship 
with them.  They are 
always available to answer 
questions and willingly 
help us. I really enjoyed 
studying here. Maybe I 

International Student Experiences  

Past and present 
exchange students told us 
about their leisure 
activities: ~ MUSIC & THE 
ARTS ~ attending 
Canadian parties ~ dance 
classes and clubs ~ 
International Students’ 
Association activities ~ 
performing in a university 
operatic production ~ 
photography classes ~ 
piano lessons ~ producing 
and hosting a Latino 
music radio show on the 
university radio station,  
CKUL  ~ teaching Latin 
dance classes ~ voice 
lessons ~ SPORTS ~ 
aerobics ~ Aikido ~ 

More than just studying… 

Kansai Gaidai University 

Exchange students 
enjoying a visit to 
Waterton National Park 

Culture and Management. 
Students are introduced to 
the many aspects of 
Canadian culture through 
presenters who lecture on 
topics such as politics, 
history, multiculturalism, 
and Canadian 
management practices. A 
class field trip to Waterton 

National Park, as well as 
activities such as curling, 
skating and hockey 
games round out the 
experience of studying 
and living in Canada.  

could say that the worst 
thing here is the weather, 
it is too windy, and I am 
glad to go back to Belgium 
for that… 
  ~ Florence Michel, Belgium 
When I came here for the 
first time, I was shocked 
that we don't have so 
many places to shop, and I 
was shocked about the 

strong wind... But I found 
that the sky here was very 
very beautiful, and 
Canadian people were 
very friendly, kind and 
helpful. Through this 
exchange program, I got 
many friends from various 
countries, and I am 
learning a lot in everyday 
life. 
   ~Kaori Horie from Japan 

badminton ~ basketball ~ 
curling ~ dog  sledding ~ 
hockey ~ Pilates ~ skiing 
~ soccer ~ swim club ~ 
working out at the gym ~ 
TRAVEL  ~ students have 
traveled to places such 
as: Calgary, Edmonton, 
Banff, Lake Louise, 
Fernie, Vancouver, 
Montreal, Toronto, and 
even to the United States, 
to destinations including 
New York and San 
Francisco. 
 
Our U of L students also 
stayed busy while on 
exchange.  For many, 
traveling and exploring 

their exchange country is 
probably the biggest 
highlight.   While for 
others, sports are a 
favorite activity, with 
Karate, soccer, and 
hockey being just a few 
sports in which our 
students participated 
abroad.  In Malaysia, one 
of last year's students was 
part of an Olympic–style 
tournament hosted by the 
university, with our 
student on a bowling 
team.   Two students on 
exchange in France, 
taught co-taught a 
Chinese language and 
culture course in Auxerre.
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I won’t lie, when I arrived 
in Mexico City, I had the 
culture shock of a lifetime, 
but looking back, I 
wouldn’t have it any other 
way.  Once I had been 
there for a few weeks, got 
used to the life, and met 
some people, I did what I 
think most of you want to 
do…I traveled.  I took my 
classes Monday through 
Thursday, and every 

Student Experiences in Mexico City  

Ajou University was a 
great place to study for an 
exchange. Teachers 
speak great English and 
we all learned the Korean 
Language.  As a group we 
did many things including 
traveling to Seoul 
numerous times (20 min) 
trips to the DMZ, Pusan, 
Jeju Island, Ulsan and 

During my year I had the 
opportunity to participate 
in so many things.  I lived 
in a student residence 
with other exchange 
students from Italy, Spain, 
Morocco and Hungary.   I 
traveled extensively, to 
England, Morocco, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Italy, and Belgium to 
name a few.  And since I 
was living in the Burgundy 
region I also had to visit a 
few caves throughout the 
year, where I learned a 
great deal about French 

Student Experiences in South Korea 

Student Experiences in France 

Most people think that Mexico 
City is big, dirty, polluted, and 
populated. Well it is!  But what 
those people don’t realize is 
the wealth of knowledge, 
experience and history the 
city possesses.  Mexico City 
is the hub of an entire country. 

~Stacey Cornet 

Brenna is returning to 
France in January to 
continue teaching 
conversational English  at 
IUFM de Bourgogne, a 
university for elementary 
teachers. In the fall she 
will continue her studies in 
the co-op program at IUT 
d’Auxerre. 

Thursday night I would 
pack my backpack and 
head out for an all night 
bus ride.  I traveled with 
different people all the 
time.  Out of eighteen 
weekends, I was only in 
Mexico City for five or six 
weekends.  I traveled to 
places like, Oaxaca City, 
Puerto Escodido, Puerto 
Vallarta, Guadalajara, 
Dilores Hidalgo, Leon, 

Teotiuchican, Taxco, 
Puebla, and a few others. 
There is so much to do 
and see in Mexico, their 
history alone is absolutely 
phenomenal, not to 
mention all the different 
foods and the cultural 
backgrounds of each 
state.   

~Stacey Cornet
 

many side excursions.  
The city of Suwon where 
Ajou is, keeps you busy in 
itself. 1 Million people.  
The main street right 
outside the university front 
gate has many pubs and 
restaurants to keep the 
students busy. It was 
much cheaper to buy food 
than it was to make at 

home.  Nice gym and 
recreation facilities on 
campus as well. Overall 
my time in South Korea 
was very enjoyable, If you 
are considering an 
exchange, Ajou come 
highly recommended from 
me, and besides the 
housing is free!!!! 

~ Hugh Armstrong
 

wine and culture.  I also 
became involved with the 
Blue Angels, the supports 
for the local League 1 
soccer team, A.J.Auxerre.  
With this group I went on 
a few away games and 
every two weeks I went to 
the home games.  You’ve 
never seen supporters 
until you’ve seen a soccer 
match in Europe; it’s an 
amazing unique 
experience! For me it was 
good to be in a smaller 
town, there are more 
opportunities to integrate 
into the French culture 

and to learn the language 
(my whole year was in 
French, there weren’t 
many chances to speak 
English).  I found that 
families where more than 
happy to adopt me and 
include me in everything 
they did. 
I also found there to be 
more chances to network.  
In September, I took a job 
working at Le Theatre 
d’Auxerre. And from April 
to June, I participated in 
the university’s co-op 
program. 

~Brenna Frisby

Some of our exchange 
students at the Christmas 
Party in December with 

Santa…aka Professor Ian 
McKenna 
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The Malaysia Work-Study 
Program is now in its eighth 
year, having started in 1998. 
Through a 6-week practicum 
in Kuala Lumpur, the 
students receive exposure to 
Malaysian culture and first 
hand international business 
experience, while working 
on a variety of projects 
depending on the specific 
needs of the company.  Prior 
to their practicum in 
Malaysia, students are 
required to complete the 
classroom pre-requisite, 
Cross-cultural Management 
Practices (MGT 3640). 

The 2004 program was quite 
successful, as 20 student 
participants had a 
tremendous learning 
experience – academically, 
culturally and in their 

International Work/Study 

The Faculty of Management’s 
International Programs Office 
promotes both student and 
faculty exchanges. The 
faculty exchange is a 
relatively new program but 
continues to grow.  
In May 2003, one of our 
Marketing professors, Debra 
Basil taught in Auxerre, 
France.  She writes: “…the 
exchange gave me the 
opportunity to experience 
university teaching in France.  
I was able to compare and 
contrast student-teacher 
interaction, classroom 
protocol, and student-teacher 
expectations.  I found that 
while many differences exist, 
university life is surprisingly 
similar at U of L and IUT.  
Second, the exchange 
provided me with the 
opportunity to interact with 
several French professors.  I 

Faculty Exchanges 

“Our similarities are 
reassuring, and our 

differences are 
intriguing.”

Debra Basil

workplace.  Students were 
placed in a variety of 
multinational and Malaysian 
companies and 
organizations. The students 
also had the opportunity to 
participate in a group trip to 
Tioman Island. In the 
May/June 2005 practicum, 
the 20 participating students 
will be representing both the 
Edmonton and Lethbridge U 
of L campuses.  The group 
is made up of 3 Faculty of 
Fine Arts students and 17 
from the Faculty of 
Management. 

Ryan Sirski participated in 
the 2004 program.  Ryan 
worked with Murphy Oil 
located in the well-known 
Petronas Towers in Kuala 
Lumpur. His group was 
assigned a research project; 
they investigated the key 

factors contributing to 
Murphy Oil’s success. 
Throughout the project, Ryan 
recognized a significant 
difference in the employees’ 
approach to work: “we had a 
diverse group of people to 
work with – lots of 
expatriates and Malaysian 
locals. The locals approach 
to work was more laid back. 
The two groups were usually 
segregated in social 
settings.”Other exciting 
highlights of Ryan’s trip 
included a night safari in 
Singapore and surfing in Bali. 
“We went trekking in the 
Malaysian rainforest, did a 
canopy walk high up in the 
trees in the jungle, saw 
orangutans, toured the many 
temples of Bangkok, 
explored the incredible city of 
Hong Kong, and spent a LOT 
of time on the beach!” 

found that the rewards and 
challenges of teaching and 
conducting research are also 
surprisingly similar for U of L 
professors and IUT 
professors.  Finally, I was 
able to experience French 
culture for a time.  Since I 
was working in Auxerre rather 
than traveling as a tourist, I 
believe I looked at life 
experiences a bit differently 
than I do when I’m on holiday. 
This allowed me to examine 
and appreciate the day-to-day 
routines of the local people.  I 
feel that as a result of this 
exchange I have developed a 
greater understanding of, and 
appreciation for, France.  Our 
similarities are reassuring, 
and our differences are 
intriguing.  For anyone 
contemplating and exchange, 
I strongly encourage you to 
do it.  It will be easier than 
you think, and the rewards 

will be plentiful.” 
We have also had the 
pleasure of receiving two 
visiting faculty members this 
past year. Carlos Diaz, a 
lecturer from Universidad 
Panamericana in Mexico City,
taught a course in Marketing 
at the U of L this past 
summer.  Also this summer, 
we were fortunate to have 
two professors from the 
Universiti Sains Malaysia. 
Intan Osman taught Intro to 
Mangement and 
Organizational Behaviour, 
and Latif Kamaluddin taught 
Culture and Management 
Styles. 
Several U of L faculty 
members have expressed 
interest in participating in a 
faculty exchange in the 
summer of 2005, and we are 
currently exploring the 
possibilities.  

Overall, the work-study proved 
to be a “very interesting” 

learning experience. He says, 
“regardless of where you work, 

you learn a lot – learn how 
things are in other countries 
and you learn to appreciate 
that cultures are different.” 

 
~Ryan Sirski, 

2004 participant 

2004 Malaysia Work 
Study participants on 

weekend trip to 
Tioman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International IPADE 
MBA Scholarship: 5 
recent International 
Management graduates 
each received a 
scholarship valued at 
more that $36,000 to 
attend a two-year 
graduate MBA program 

Available to U of L students 
going on exchange: 
• Louis Sherman 
Turcotte Travel 
Scholarships:  maximum 
value of $500; fill out 
Turcotte application. 
Deadline Nov. 1st, Mar. 1st 
and July 1st. 
• Students' Union 
Placement Award: 
maximum value of $500; 
fill out SU placement 

Undergraduate Scholarships and Prizes 

Postgraduate Scholarships 

The International Programs 
Office forges links with 
educational institutions 
around the world to facilitate 
international student and 
faculty exchanges and other 
international educational 
experiences.   It is important 
for us to recognize the 
educational value of 
international experience for 
both teachers and students 
alike and insure that they 
have the ability to take 
advantage of the variety of 
international opportunities 
that are offered.  
For faculty members, 

About Our Office… 

 
International 

Programs Office 

Andrea Amelinckx 
Director 

Office: E558 
Phone: 332-5216 

andrea.amelinckx@uleth.ca 
 

Amethyst Mueller 
Coordinator 
Office: E562 

Phone: 329-2369 
incoming.exchange@uleth.ca 

 
Katharina Simpson 

Coordinator 
Office: E560 

Phone: 329-2148 
int.programs@uleth.ca  

  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.uleth.ca/man-int  

UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE 
4401 University Drive 
Lethbridge, ALBERTA  

T1K 3M4 

Programs office on behalf 
of a group of 5 or more 
students studying abroad 
in one location; maximum 
value of $500/student 
• Paul Bath Memorial: 
variable; complete Paul 
Bath application. Deadline 
Mar. 15th. 
For complete details and 
application materials, 
please visit the 
Scholarships and Student 
Finance office in SU068. 

award application. 
Deadline Nov.1st, Mar. 1st 
and July 1st. 
• Students' Union 
International Travel 
Scholarship: $500; fill out 
Undergraduate Awards 
application. Deadline May 
1st. 
• Province of Alberta 
International Student 
Projects Award: will be 
applied for by International 

at IPADE (Instituto 
Panamericano de Alta 
Direccion de Empresa), 
a pre-eminent private 
business graduate 
school in Mexico City.  
IPADE is the graduate 
school of the 
Universidad 

Panamericana, one of 
the Faculty of 
Management's 
institutional partners. 
Future Spanish-
speaking graduates, 
interested in the 
scholarship, please 
contact our office. 

exchanges provide increased 
comparative research 
opportunities, access to 
granting agencies and 
greater ability to develop 
new, interesting research 
and teaching linkages with 
colleagues at partner 
schools.  While for our 
students, exchanges and 
other international 
opportunities allow students 
to gain a greater 
understanding of the political 
and economic climates of 
other countries and regions 
and to gain real-life 
experiences with other 

cultures, languages and 
cross-cultural business 
practices.   In so doing, 
University of Lethbridge 
students gain a strategic 
advantage in an increasingly 
competitive job market over 
those students who have not 
had a management-oriented 
international experience and 
a better understanding of our 
world and workplace.   
The motto for our office 
remains, “The future of 
management and 
management education is 
international.” 
 


